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coming of Onontio,—it is thus they call Monsieur
the Governor. They again sent back Frangois Mar-
guerie and Thomas Godefroy his fellow captive,
beseeching the Captain of the Three Rivers to come
and parley with them while awaiting the arrival of
the great Captain. Father Paul [150] Ragueneau and
the sieur Nicolet,—both well versed in the Huron
Language, which is related to the Hiroquois Lan-
guage,—went to them instead of the Captain, who,
with reason, was unwilling to leave his fort. Hav-
ing arrived at the rendezvous of these Barbarians,
they stated to them that the French had had great
satisfaction in seeing their Countrymen: that they
all took pleasure in the news of peace; and that they
themselves had been sent to learn what was desired
from the Captain whom they had asked to come.
They replied that they wished to talk,—that is to
say, that they wished to make presents,—mnot only
about restoring our prisoners, but about inviting us
to make a Settlement near their country, to which
all the Hiroquois Nations could come for their trade.
They were answered, that they would be willingly
heard, but that we were awaiting the great Captain,
who had been informed of all that had occurred.
They made long harangues upon the condition of
their country, and upon the desire that all the Hiro-
quois Nations had to see themselves allied with the
French; and, as evidence of their sentiments, [151]
they made a little present beforehand, while await-
ing the coming of Onontio.

The next day three hostile canoes moved up and
down before the fort, within hearing; one of the old-
est men belonging to this squadron cried with a loud
voice, speaking to the Savages: ‘‘ Listen to me! I
come to treat for peace with all the Nations of these



